The angle of divergence in the palatal ruga pattern.
One of the variables in a classification of the palatal ruga pattern displayed an unusual bimodal distribution which occurred in 6 population groups. The two sub-groups involved were defined by means of a maximum likelihood estimation procedure, a stepwise discriminant analysis and a jackknife classification procedure. The variables which supported the bimodality were mostly concerned with palatal dimensions and the classifications were all above 50% with the Bushman groups classifying better than the others at 77.8% (left) and 70.8% (right).